
	Boise/June 13, 2011:  Idaho Power Company will file its 2011 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) on June 30th with the public utilities commissions in Idaho and Oregon.  Upon filing, both Commissions will schedule public hearings and accept public comments The draft plan may be viewed on Idaho Power’s website at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.idahopower.com/pdfs/AboutUs/PlanningForFuture/irp/2011/2011IRPPublicDraft.pdf" ��http://www.idahopower.com/pdfs/AboutUs/PlanningForFuture/irp/2011/2011IRPPublicDraft.pdf�.  


At this final IRP Advisory Committee meeting, several policy issues were discussed, including IPCO’s treatment of Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs), new large load, and solar generation in terms of their potential impact to the company.  Central to these and any IRP discussions are the cost, availability and reliability of electricity to Idaho Power’s customers.  


RECs:  Idaho, unlike several surrounding states, does not have a Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) that requires utilities to include a set amount of renewable energy in their resource portfolios.  However, through its IRP and to comply with a shareholders’ mandate and Idaho’s State Energy Plan, the company invests in renewable energy.  It also voluntarily purchases and then sells RECs in anticipation of a federally-mandated Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) and in response to some customers’ requests for more green power.  Customers do benefit from REC sales through a credit on the annual Power Cost Adjustment; but, IPCO wants customers to understand that REC sales do not reflect the amount of renewable energy on their system, its cost and availability, or that RECs are not currently being retired as intended to promote more investment in renewables.   


Several members of the IRP Advisory Committee pointed out that most customers are interested in the cost, availability and reliability of their electricity than its source.  They noted that not all of IPCO’s investments in renewable or PURPA projects are eligible for RECS, including its hydropower system.  And renewable energy alone is not affordable, reliable or sustainable to meet present or future customers’ electricity requirements. RECs could be retired in the future, possibly when technology and public policy evolve to require more renewable resources in IPCO’s energy portfolio.      


New Large Load:  The cost, availability and reliability of electricity are also a key factor to attracting and retaining business in Idaho.  The major roadblock to serving new large load is peak hour deficits.  To attract new business, IPCO must build new generation; but, if IPCO builds and that new business does not materialize, then the company and ratepayer pay for generation they do not need.  


In this IRP, the company is proposing to add “headroom” into its planning process to accommodate new large load.  This headroom may give the company enough lead time to shape or build the actual resource as needed.  IPCO is proposing to add 80 MWs of new gas-fired peaking capacity in 2014 at an estimated cost of $60 million to serve new large load and 80 hours of peak-hour load in 2013. The ensuing discussion appears to indicate that IPCO is not so much focused on the amount or cost of additional resources as the ability to include in the planning process a means of balancing resource and load needs for economic growth and development. 


Solar Pilot Projects.  The IRP Advisory Committee got a brief overview of Oregon Solar PV Pilot Program mandated by Oregon’s legislature to incentivize and demonstrate the use and effectiveness solar PV systems.  IPCO is also proposing to undertake a solar pilot project in Idaho.  The Advisory Committee challenged the need for a PV project and its estimated $2 to $4 million cost, advocating instead for a more flexible project to explore distributed solar and reducing the cost through local, collaborative partnerships with Idaho’s Office of Energy Resources and Boise State University.   
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Upcoming Events





June 30, 2011:  


IPCO will file its 2011 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) in Idaho and Oregon.  








August 2012:


IPCO will tentatively reconvene the IRP Advisory Committee to begin work on the 2013 IRP.


 














